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Otto-Max’s Small Parts Eco-Green Initiative

Otto-Max and its related companies have been in
business for almost 100 years and over that time
have relied on various sources of heat to forge,
bend and harden steel alloys. Until recently,
natural gas was considered the most
environmentally friendly fuel as it produces nothing
but heat and some moisture as it burns. BUT itis a
limited resource and therefore, from an
environmental point of view, not the best heat
source by any means.

With this in mind, McAllister has started converting
many of its manufacturing processes to electric
induction heating systems. And in British Columbia
over 99% of electricity is HYDRO GENERATED —
A TOTALLY RENEWABLE RESOURCE AND

VERY ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.

Main production facility

The sister companies, McAllister Springs and
Chamberlain Springs, are not only able to apply
electric induction heating to their in-house
manufacturing needs, but also have the ability to
assist other companies who incorporate small alloy
steel hot forged, high tensile strength components
into their finished products.
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“We are getting an amazing response to this
initiative”, comments GM Ted Parker. “As we get
the word out that we can offer these component
manufacturing services at extremely cost-effective
levels AND allow our customers to tell the world
that they are Eco-Green, our telephone has been
ringing off the hook”.

Ted goes on to note that “most companies want to
do their part to help the environment and be good
corporate citizens. It just makes sound business
sense.”

“The owners are committing large amounts of
capital to this manufacturing process conversion.
But even though electric heat induction equipment
iS expensive, it cuts the time required to heat alloy
steel by 90% thereby becoming extremely cost
effective. And when it’s fired by hydro electricity it
has a double impact — on production times and on
the environment. That's exactly where we want to
be”.

High tensile strength components
produced using electric induction heat.

History Repeats ltself

In 1995 Western Driver magazine carried an article
complimenting McAllister Spring for the company’s
ability to research, design and then produce a
replacement leaf spring for a Ferrari GT 250 Pinin
Farina Cabriolet.



Lyn Williams, chief restorer for AutoClassic
Restorations said, “I went to visit MacSpring to see
what sort of an outfit they were. | found them to be
right up there with proper facilities for tempering
and all the experience to do the job right”. He
classified the resulting replacement part as “bloody
marvellous!” and the cost was reasonable.

Ted Parker noted at the time,
“‘we made the springs from
scratch using the originals for a
pattern and then drew them up
with  our CAD system and
manufactured them to our
exacting OEM standards”.

“The interesting thing is this -
that was over 10 years ago and
we're still following the same
procedures, not only with springs
but also for a whole wide range
of small steel alloy componer?ts Ted Parker
and parts that require specialized manufacturing
techniques. Now we just do it better - and greener .
Life and history do indeed repeat, only better.”

Ferrari 250 PF Cabriolet

A smile is always a good thing.

Otto-Max at the Oil Sands Trade Fair

In September Otto-Max travelled to Edmonton to
participate in the annual Oil Sands Trade Show and
Conference. Previously this Trade Show had been
held in Fort McMurray but its success and growth
forced the organizers to seek a bigger venue.

Northlands in Edmonton filled the bill. Over 400
exhibitors and 8,000 registered attendees
contributed to a hugely successful show.

Otto-Max headlined its full line of heavy-duty
springs and suspension systems that are big
enough and strong enough for any industrial or
commercial application. The Otto-Max staff also
started to educate the industry about the group’s
ability to first of all do the R & D and then
manufacture any sort of small high-strength steel
alloy component to high quality, eco-green specs.

Randy Morris who was at the show says, “we gave
away a ton of our mini-spring ‘stress relief’ key
chains . They’re a whole bunch of fun as well as
functional. We have some left over so give us a
call to get your ‘s free !”

The Otto-Max booth and happy staff.

A customer in a bakery was observed carefully examining all the rich-

looking pastries displayed on trays in the glass cases. When a clerk approached him and asked, "What would
you like?" he answered, "I'd like that chocolate-covered cream-filled doughnut, that jelly-filled doughnut and
that cheese Danish." Then with a sigh he added, "But I'll take an oat-bran muffin."

Otto-Max Industries Ltd.

So much more than just springs and we do it all wit

h GREEN technology.
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